146 ENGLAND AND THE ENGLISH

But this is not by any chance to be a chKmicle of
gossip* We have our social fringes as well as
titie English. It is intended, in recalling the mis-
deeds of some of our visitors, merely to illustrate
the fearful temptation people of a certain claw
are under in their endeavor to keep up appear-
ances, and to note to what extremes they will go
to keep themselves even ostensibly afloat. A
Mississippi steamboat captain maintained that
his boat drew so little water that she would float
wherever there had been a heavy dew! A needy
Englishwoman will float her financial social
craft or try to do so on even shallower water than
that; and no spectacle is more inexpressibly
pitiable* To have been somebody and to be-
come nobody; to have had and not to have* arc
more appalling changes here than with UH. The
successful here arc rewarded as in no other coun-
try in the world, and the strong train ami fight
for the prizes grimly; and the weak hang on to
the shreds of prosperity in a painlul uncl humilia-
ting way. In a country therefore where money Ls
so potent and so difficult to acquire, those who
have the disbursing of it must be trained to, or
acquire wisdom in, its use, even in the affairs
of the household*

The fact that the English house is #o ostensibly,
and first and foremost, conducted with the aim of